 Visit to the Ministry of Business and Trade

On the 11th April 2012, sixth and seveth grade students together with members of the Education for entrepreneurship and principal of the school were at the Ministry of Business and Trade. 

Minister Gordan Maras was greeted us warmly. In the introduction, we were familiar with action and meaning of the Ministry. This is a new ministry, and it was established because 95% of the production plants are small and medium entrepreneurs. The Ministry has a duty to help entrepreneurs, encouraging them to assist in funding and partnerships with foreign investors. The Ministry has a working group responsible for education and helping young entrepreneurs. They are currently working on drafting laws that will encourage entrepreneurship.
We posed minister a few questions which he replied at length. We made a summary.

1. How important is the role of the Ministry in ensuring the conditions for enterprise development?

The Ministry supports the development, particulary in the undeveloped parts of Croatia. That's why the role of the Ministry is very important.
2. How and in what way the Ministry helps young entrepreneurs?
We have team which funded, educates and assists young entrepreneurs to realize their ideas.
3. Who starts new projects for the development of entrepreneurship?

People get their own ideas, so initiative is on them, but it takes a lot of courage to run a business, because it isn't easy to enter in the world of entrepreneurship.

4. Can you tell us how will joining the European Union influence the development of entrepreneurship in Croatia?

Entrepreneurship will be more developed, market in which entrepreneurs will realize their ideas will be greater. 
5. Will joining the European Union change the attitude of people towards entrepreneurship?

Definitely, because the entrepreneurship in the EU is very widespread.

6. Why do terms entrepreneur and entrepreneurship in Croatia have a negative sign?

In nineties some people undeservedly get enriched, they exploited their workers and not paid them salary. These people are crooks and thieves, and nobody likes that kind of people.
7. There are a lot of unemployed, so we are interested in jobs we should choose to be successful in life?

Definitely you need to choosemedicine or some new modern professions,  but not the economy and the right because it's already enough of these occupations.
8. Which region of Croatia is now the most entrepreneurial, which has the most potential?

The most developed regions of Croatia are the city of Zagreb and Istria, and Međimurje is the most potential one. But of course that each region in Croatia has a chance for the entrepreneurship development.
9. In which sectors do you have the most young entrepreneurs?

In new and modern service industries.
10. In students education, do you think education for entrepreneurship is imortant?

Of course it is. Entrepreneurship can be introduced into schools as a regular subject. Vocational schools should devote more sought for professions such as entrepreneurship.

11. Do you think there is a students interest for training in entrepreneurship?

A lot of children and adults are interested in the activities related to entrepreneurship.
12. Can you compare number and business success in Croatia and other European countries?

Croatia doesn't lag behind, but doesn't stand out too much.
13. Does the Ministry of Croatia cooperate with entrepreneurs from other countries?
Yes.
14. Will the old jobs dissapear, and appear some new, modern ones?
Every day, some professions are disappearing because there is no need for them anymore, and appear new ones.
15. Is there a possibility of advising young entrepreneurs to start a business?

Yes, there is. We have a phone where young entrepreneurs can ask what they're interested in, and can present their work.

16. The causes of economic crisis are uneven distribution of resources, how to change that?

One of the changes is to harmonize pays and smart investments, referring to the costs.
17. What can you tell us about foreign investment in Croatia, how good it is?

Until 2008. Croatia was earned 25 billion euros, but investments are still a lot smaller.
18. How did you get into entrepreneurship?
Two years ago I had my own craft, after which I moved in parliament. I finished Faculty of Economics and now I was appointed  for minister of business and trade.
Visit to the Ministry was followed by HRT and RTL cameras. These TV stations displayed report on this visit to their central logs.
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